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The Order for the Worship of  God 
The Lord’s Day 
January 24, 2021 

10:15 a.m. 
 

Reflection 
If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised 
in the Gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are 
half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, 
like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what 
is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased. 
         C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 
 

Whom have I in heaven but you? 
And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you.  

My flesh and my heart may fail,  
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  

Psalm  73:25-26 
 
 

WE ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE WITH THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE 

The Welcome and Announcements — Pastor David Harding   

The Passing of the Peace — The good news in the gospel is that God has made peace with us 
through the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Therefore, let us welcome one another in the joy of 
that peace!   

The Call to Worship God — from Daniel 2; Psalm 47; Revelation 5 
Leader:  Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom and might. He 

changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise 
and knowledge to those who have understanding; he reveals deep and hidden things; he 
knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with him. 

All:  Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! For God is 
the King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm! God reigns over the nations; God 
sits on his holy throne. 

Leader:  For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be our shepherd, and he will guide us to springs 
of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from our eyes.  

All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory and blessing!  
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Crown Him with Many Crowns 
Matthew Bridges, 1852 

Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne;                            
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 

 
Crown Him the Lord of life! Who triumphed o’er the grave, 
Who rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save. 
His glories now we sing, Who died, and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of love, behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 
No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of years, the Potentate of time, 
Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For Thou has died for me; 
Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 

  
 

The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come.  
Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread,   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;   
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
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WE CONFESS TOGETHER WHAT WE BELIEVE 
 

 
Leader:  What do you believe as followers of Jesus Christ? 
  
All: As followers of Jesus Christ, living in this world — which some seek to control, and 

others view with despair — we declare with joy and trust: Our world belongs to God! 
From the beginning, through all the crises of our times, until the kingdom fully 
comes, God keeps covenant forever: Our world belongs to God! God is King: Let the 
earth be glad! Christ is victor: his rule has begun! The Spirit is at work: creation is 
renewed! Hallelujah! Praise the Lord!  

from “Our World Belongs to God,” Articles 1-2, Christian Reformed Church of North America  
 

 
 

Rejoice, the Lord Is King 
Charles Wesley, 1744 

Rejoice, the Lord is King: your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph ever-more. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say rejoice!  

Jesus the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love;  
When he had purged our stains, he took his seat above. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say rejoice!  

His kingdom cannot fail, he rules o’er earth and heaven;  
The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv’n. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say rejoice!  

Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord, the Judge, shall come,  
And take his servants up to their eternal home. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say rejoice. 
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WE REPENT OF OUR SINS AND RECEIVE GOD’S MERCY 
   
The Call to Confession — from Psalm 32 
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man   against 
whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  For when I  kept silent, 
my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon 
me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not 
cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of 
my sin.  
  
 
The Public Confession of Sin — from Psalm 51  

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compas-
sion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I 
know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless 
in your judgment. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
me. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. Hide your face from 
my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Then I will 
teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. The sacrifices of God are a bro-
ken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.   
  

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
The Assurance of God’s Forgiveness in Jesus Christ — Titus 3:4-7  
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 
that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 
Leader: Dear flock of Christ, hear and believe and rejoice in the promise of the gospel: Through faith 

in the Person and work of Jesus Christ, God forgives all your sins, removing your guilt and 
shame forever! 

  
All: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow! 
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Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God 
Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend © 2006  

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God,  
Breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Let the presence of the risen Lord 
Come renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 
Give me faith for what I cannot see; 
Give me passion for Your purity. 
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 

 
Holy Spirit, come abide within; 
May Your joy be seen in all I do  
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin 
In each thought and deed and attitude, 
Kindness to the greatest and the least, 
Gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
Turn my striving into works of grace. 
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.  
 
Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, 
Giving life to all that God has made, 
Show Your power once again on earth; 
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways. 
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise. 
Lead us on the road of sacrifice 
That in unity the face of Christ 
Will be clear for all the world to see.  

 
 

Parents with children up to age 4 are welcome to take them to the nursery for the remainder of 
the service.  
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WE HEAR GOD SPEAK IN HIS WORD 

The Sermon 
Ecclesiastes: The Meaning of Life 

“Living Between Certainty and Unpredictability” 
Ecclesiastes 9:1-12 

 
   But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their deeds are in 
the hand of God. Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both are before him. 2It is the 
same for all, since the same event happens to the righteous and the wicked, to the good and the 
evil, to the clean and the unclean, to him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the 
good one is, so is the sinner, and he who swears is as he who shuns an oath. 3This is an evil in all 
that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also, the hearts of the children of 
man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the 
dead. 4But he who is joined with all the living has hope, for a living dog is better than a dead li-
on. 5For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, and they have no more 
reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. 6Their love and their hate and their envy have al-
ready perished, and forever they have no more share in all that is done under the sun.  
   7Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already ap-
proved what you do. 8Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head.    
9Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given you under 
the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the 
sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no work or thought or 
knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going. 
   11Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor 
bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time 
and chance happen to them all. 12For man does not know his time. Like fish that are taken in an 
evil net, and like birds that are caught in a snare, so the children of man are snared at an evil time, 
when it suddenly falls upon them.     

 
Sermon Notes 

 
The Big Idea: Solomon, the Preacher-King, urgers his readers that in view of the certainty of 
death and the many unpredictables of life, we should enjoy to the fullest the days God has given 
to us.    
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There Is One Thing in Life that Is Certain (vv 1-6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There Are Many Things in Life that Are Unpredictable (vv. 11-12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Therefore, Enjoy Life as a Gift from God (vv. 7-10)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions for personal reflection and family/community group discussion 
 How did God draw near to you and minister to you through the worship service? 
 What certainties do you tend to rely on in your day-to-day life? How do you try to control the un-

predictables of life? 
 Has the reality of your death dawned on you? In what ways should this certainty affect the way you 

live and shape your plans?   
 What are some ways people try to escape the issue of death? How does this passage in Ecclesiastes 

speak to this? 
 How does God rescue us from the curse of death?  How does being ‘in the hand of God’ (v1) help 

us think about and respond to the unpredictable realities of life? 
 How does Solomon urge us to live the abundant life in Christ here in Ecclesiastes 9?  
 As a result of studying this portion of God’s Word, what steps of obedient faith is God calling you 

to take?  
Prayer: Use the responses to these questions to pray for yourself, your family, those in your 
community group, our church family, those without Christ.  
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The Prayers of God’s People 
 

WE FEAST ON JESUS CHRIST BY FAITH IN THE LORD’S SUPPER 

The Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
  

The Heidelberg Catechism, Question 75 

Leader:  How does the Lord’s supper signify and assure you that you share in Christ’s one sacri-
fice on the cross and in all his gifts? 

All:  In this way: Christ has commanded me and all believers to eat of this broken bread 
and drink of this cup in remembrance of him. With this command he gave these 
promises:  

  First, as surely as I see with my eyes the bread of the Lord broken for me and the 
 cup given to me, so surely was his body offered for me and his blood poured out 
 for me on the cross.  

  Second, as surely as I receive from the hand of the minister and taste with my 
 mouth  the bread and the cup of the Lord as sure signs of Christ’s body and 
 blood, so surely does he himself nourish and refresh my soul to everlasting 
 life with his crucified body and shed blood. 

 
The Giving and Receiving of the Bread and Cup 

Please wait until all have been served, so we may eat and drink together. 
  
 

Jesus Paid It All  
Words: Elvina M. Hall, 1865 Music: John T. Grape 

I hear the Savior say, “Thy strength indeed is small; 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, find in Me thine all in all.” 
Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow. 

For nothing good have I, whereby Thy grace to claim, 
I’ll wash my garments white in the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb. 
Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow. 

And when before the throne I stand in Him complete, 
Jesus died my soul to save, my lips shall still repeat;  
Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow. 
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE WITH SACRIFICIAL GENEROSITY 
 

Worshiping God through Our Financial Giving — Because God has lavished us with the riches 
of his grace in Jesus, we give our money joyfully and sacrificially for the spread of the gospel in our 
city and around the world. Please place your offerings in the clear box located in the lobby by the 
exit from the sanctuary, or you may give online at www.stpetepca.org. 
 

We Will Feast in the House of Zion 
Sandra McCracken, 2015  

We will feast in the house of Zion  
We will sing with our hearts restored  
He has done great things, we will say together  
We will feast and weep no more 

We will not be burned by the fire  
He is the LORD our God  
We are not consumed, by the flood  
Upheld, protected, gathered up (Chorus) 

In the dark of night, before the dawn  
My soul, be not afraid  
For the promised morning, oh how long?  
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength (Chorus)  

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed  
You are the Faithful one  
And from the garden to the grave  
Bind us together, bring shalom. (Chorus)   

  
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD TO MAKE DISCIPLES 

The Benediction — 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he 
will surely do it. 
  
The Dismissal — Having been fed and nourished by the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us go 
from here to live in this unpredictable world with the certain hope of eternal life with him in the 
new creation. 
 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

All music used by permission through Christian Copyright Licensing International, #2216391 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Missionary of the Month 
Please pray for our missionaries for the month of January, Ravi and Renuka Chary, and their 
daughter, Stuthi (9). Ravi is a church planter with PCI (Presbyterian Church India) in Telangana, 
India, serving multiple congregations in different villages. Pray for the Lord’s protection upon them 
and for boldness to continue to preach the gospel in the face of persecution. 

Women’s Bible Study   
SPPC’s Women's Bible Study meets on Tuesday mornings, at 9:30 a.m. We are studying the Old 
Testament book of Daniel. There is also a Tuesday evening study at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. For more 
information on the morning study, please contact Megan Arnold at meganarnold@hotmail.com. 
For the evening study, contact Margaret Amley at margaretamley1@me.com. 

Men’s Bible Study  
The men’s Bible study meets on Friday mornings, at 7:00. Join with other SPPC men in the fellow-
ship hall and on Zoom as we grow together in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. We are 
studying the New Testament letter of 2 Timothy. For more information, contact Dave Harding at 
d.harding@stpetepca.org. 

The James Club 
The James Club group of AA is a Christ-centered outreach ministry for those struggling with alco-
hol and drug addictions. It meets on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 in the fellowship hall. For more in-
formation, contact Kyle Krueger at kkrueger@bloomberg.net 

“Membership Matters” Seminar, January 29-30 
If you are interested in becoming a member of SPPC, or want to learn more about the Christian 
faith and the ministries of our church, then join us for “Membership Matters” on January 29-30. 
This is a weekend seminar, Friday evening (dinner included) and Saturday morning (breakfast). 
Please register by contacting Lynn Harding at lynnharding@tampabay.rr.com or 727-709-5740. 

Deacon’s Fund Offering Next Sunday 
On the last Sunday of each month our cash offering is given to the Deacon’s Fund for the purpose 
of providing financial assistance to members, as well as others, in times of need. Please consider 
making a generous contribution next week, by cash, check or online. If by check, please note 
“Deacon’s Fund” on the memo line and send the church office. 

SPPC Community Bible Reading 
Take advantage of SPPC’s Community Bible Reading Plan for 2021. Each day read a portion of 
both the Old and New Testaments. On Saturday, read a few chapters in the Psalms. Sunday is a 
great day to catch up on portions you may have missed during the week. If we do this together as a 
church family, by the end of the year we will have read all the way through the Bible. Let’s make 
2021 a year in which we continue in the Word together, growing in the grace and knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 
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THIS WEEK AT SPPC 

Sunday (January 24)  

8:30 a.m. Congregational Prayer — meets in adult classroom off fellowship hall  
9:00 a.m. Sunday school classes for children, youth and adults 

10:15 a.m. Corporate Worship  
12:00 p.m. Session and Diaconate Meetings  
 

Monday (Office closed) 
 
Tuesday 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study — meets in fellowship hall 
7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study — Zoom meeting 
7:00 p.m. James Club Prayer — meets in the senior high classroom. 
7:30 p.m. James Club — a gospel-centered ministry for those struggling with alcohol and drug 

addictions. Meets in the fellowship hall. 

Wednesday 

7:00 p.m. Tanner Community Group — NE St. Pete, Terry and Lynn Tanner: 727-482-4855 
 Shadle Community Group — fellowship hall, Dave and Beth Shadle: 610-217-8718 

Friday 

7:00 a.m.      Men’s Bible Study — meets in the fellowship hall 
6:30 p.m. “Membership Matters” — meets at the Harding’s. 

Saturday 

8:30 a.m. “Membership Matters” — meets in the church fellowship hall.   
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

  
 

  

One-Year Community Bible Reading Calendar  

Monday, Jan 25 Genesis 49-50; Exodus 1  Matthew 17 
 Tuesday, Jan 26 Exodus 2-4    Matthew 18 
 Wednesday, Jan 27  Exodus 5-7    Matthew 19 
 Thursday, Jan 28  Exodus 8-10    Matthew 20 
 Friday, Jan 29   Exodus 11-13    Matthew 21 
 Saturday, Jan 30  Psalms 13-15 
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MINISTRY LEADERSHIP 

 
Elders (The Session)  David Harding    727-434-9048 
 Derik Jenkins  727-452-8715 
 Chad Martin 727-744-8704 
      
Deacons (The Diaconate) Bob Berry 407-920-7412 
 Mike Eldridge 727-515-9560 
 Dave Shadle 610-217-8718 
 
Administrative Assistant Michele Hurm 727-329-6346 
Children and Youth   Derik Jenkins  727-452-8715 
Community Groups David Harding 727-434-9048 
Facilities Mike Eldridge 727-515-9560 
Homeless Outreach  Kyle Krueger 727-364-7355 
Hospitality   Barbara Burkham 727-579-4220 
Men’s Ministry David Harding 727-434-9048 
Mercy Ministry Dave Shadle 610-217-8718 
Missions     Bob Berry   407-920-7412 
Music  Donna Grabill 727-415-3735 
Safety Mike Eldridge 727-515-9560 
Ushers/Greeters Bo Arnold 931-436-8005 
Women’s Ministry   Mary Vellenga 727-482-6435 

 

 

SUPPORTED MISSIONARIES & AGENCIES 

Esaie and Natacha Etienne Mission to the World  Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
Susan Newkirk Mission to the World      Cape Town, S. Africa 
David and Erin Pervis Mission to the World      Athens, Greece 
Bill and Pam Schweitzer Mission to the World      Gateshead, England 
Marcelo and Claudia Carvalho WEC Brazil      Amazon, Brazil  
Ravi and Renuka Chary Presbyterian Church India (PCI)     Telangana, India 
Christina Schrader Wycliffe Bible Translators  Benin/Togo, Africa 
Andrew and Meghan Newman Reformed University Fellowship         USF, Tampa 
New Hearts Outreach   Tampa 
New Life Solutions Pregnancy Center         St. Petersburg 
Next STEPP Center          St. Petersburg 
Covenant Theological Seminary           St. Louis, MO 
Reformed Theological Seminary           Charlotte/Orlando 

   


